Baptized to

Flourish

Evangelism and Discipleship
on the Way of Love
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Let’s start at what we

i - (£ What is the bounty we
E];tcekr:/\;c:;criﬂsi_c_)fas I3 ﬁﬁ are called to share?
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

* “Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

* “Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?”

* “Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in
Christ?” |

* “Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?”

 “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being?” -
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What was in the “CSA Basket”
that brought you to faith? (Why
are you a Christian?)

Or - what is in the basket that
keeps feeding and nourishing
you now? (Why are you an
Episcopalian?)


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Farmers'_Market.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

How do

we grow?

The Role of Discipleship
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What do we mean
by discipleship?

Disciple: One who follows a discipline and
structure designed for ultimate liberation.

All disciplines, of any long standing, share
this common goal: That the practice becomes
like second nature.

In other words,

To live and move and have your being in...

spiritual activism, health, and environmental justice.



We have forgotten that we
belong to God, to all of
creation, and to ourselves.

Discipleship helps us
remember, and then grow.

It takes us from apathy or
despair, to life and action.

It bears fruit and it is
regenerative.

If we are intentional about
practicing.
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THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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WHAT WE HEAR
BY THE NUMBERS

20)/() FENEWALWORKS
CONGREGATIONS
12,000 EPISCOPALIANS

47% OF THESE CHURCHES HAVE
101-250 PARISHIONERS |

54% OF RESPONDENTS

HAVE ATTENDED THEIR CHURCH 10+ YEARS £

60% want the church to help
them develop a relationship
with God in Christ.

Only 42% are extremely
satisfied or very satisfied with
the way their church helps
them develop a relationship
with Jesus Christ.

THREE PRIMARY CHURCH ARCHETYPES

Troubled: Restless and hungry
for greater spiritual growth.

Extroverted: Committed to
service, mission, and outreach;
limited correlation between
service and spiritual beliefs.

Complacent: Low expectations of transformation, and
resistance to change and challenge.

57% percent want to be
challenged to grow and take
next steps spiritually.

Only 38% felt they were
extremely or very satisfied
with  how the church
challenged them to grow and
take next steps.

Only 14% of the 12,000
respondents say they reflect
on scripture daily.

42% have never met with
members of their church
clergy individually, and 48%
have never talked with a
spiritual mentor.



WHERE ARE WE SPIRITUALLY? THE FOUR STAGES OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH

EXPLORING — GROWING — DEEPENING — CENTERED

Affirmed belief in God,
though not sure what faith
claims they would make
about Christ. Generally,
faith is not significant in
their day-to-day life.

They are committed to
the Christian faith but still
have many questions and
have not developed a
personal relationship with
God in Christ.

Transition to value a
personal relationship with
God over their church
membership. They feel
close to Christ and depend
on him daily for guidance.

A personal relationship
with God in Christ is
the most important
relationship in their lives,
but that doesn’t mean their
spiritual journey is over.

. 12% |

Consider themselves to be at an early, less mature stage of spiritual growth. Parishioners that fall into the first
two stages are highly dependent on the church—and specilically the clergy—to help teach, guide and mentor.

RevemralNovks

A Ministry of Forward Movement

Download the full report:
1. Engagement with scripture

FOUR CATALYSTS
FOR SPIRITUAL

RenewalWorks:

2. Transforming power of the Eucharist What We're Learning

www.RenewalWorks.org

3. A deeper prayer life
4. The heart of the leader

GROWTH
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So how do | practice?

Page 1 of 8

POWERED BY RENEWALWORKS

N MY WAY OF LOVE

My Way of Love Spiritual Life Inventory is a series of confidential,
challenging, and thought-provoking questions and is based on the most
comprehensive and statistically valid data from RenewalWorks.

THE WAY OF LOVE
Practices for Jesus-Centered Life

Bible Study —There is a great method that was introduced by the African Delegation to the Lambeth Conference

in 1998. It is known by both names: "Lambeth” and “African.” It is rooted in the ancient method of praying the
scriptures, known as Lectio Divina, or "Holy Reading.”

Follow the Way of Love — From Small Groups to Books, to a personal “spiritual fitness” email, there are many
tools to help you begin following these 7 practices.

Study the Outline of Our Faith (the Catechism) - in a Small Group or with a friend. It is wonderful way to
reconnect with the larger “why"” .



Planting

the Seed

Sharing the GOOD NEWS.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tree_planting_001.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

As Episcopalians we
have generally done
a good job at the
Example part.

DDOD ° HELP o M

It's the Word part
where we need to
grow.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Episcopal Evangelism is not..




Episcopal Evangelismiis...

Rooted in scripture

Part of our baptismal identity

A spiritual practice

Unique to each individual and faith community

A way to embody the very life and practice of Jesus in the world (active); and
be filled with the Spirit and formed ever more into the likeness of Christ

(receptive).

It's a joyful sharing of what you know to be good news and deep truth, and a
celebration of how you see God at work in others’ lives and in the world.




Evangelism happens when we
seek, name, and celebrate
Jesus' loving presence in our
stories, in the stories of our
neighbors, and our
communities, and then invite
everyone to MORE of that
goodness.

But it takes practice.

We need to practice sharing
our stories, and inviting folks
to share theirs.

(And the more we practice
discipleship the more stories
we have to share, the more
ways we can hear the stories
of others.)
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So, how do we talk
about God?
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http://ketechristchurch.peoplesnetworknz.info/site/images/show/12463-family-picnic-at-pines-beach
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1. Seek

2. Name

We start with

our stories.

3. Celebrate






http://athome.kimvallee.com/2011/05/frog-mini-cakes-and-summer-party-theme
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In the last 5o years, rates of loneliness have doubled in the United States

BEFORE COVID-19
Only around half of Americans (53 percent) reported having meaningful in-person social interactions, such as
having an extended conversation with a friend or spending quality time with family, on a daily basis.

Generation Z (adultsages 18-22) is the loneliest generation and claims to be in worse health than older
generations.

Social media use alone is not a predictor of loneliness.

43 percent eat meals alone.



It is not good
for humans to
be alone.

Genesis 2:8

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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Everyone wants to be wanted.
Everyone likes being welcomed.
Everyone is seeking kindness.

Everyone is waiting on some sort of good news.
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https://streets.mn/2014/12/03/6-shocking-pictures-of-millenials-not-driving/
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When did an invitation matter in your life?



Who in your community is waiting to
hear Good News?

Who is waiting to be
invited?

To a picnic? A conversation? On a walk?
To a bible study?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CCBY-NC
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