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The Word of God 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People     And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

     Amen. 

 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 

   The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 
 
Celebrant 

 Let us pray. 
 

We thank you, heavenly Father, for the witness of your apostle and evangelist Matthew to 
the Gospel of your Son our Savior; and we pray that, after his example, we may with ready 
wills and hearts obey the calling of our Lord to follow him; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
A Reading from Proverbs       Proverbs 3:1-6 
 
My child, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments; for 
length of days and years of life and abundant welfare they will give you. Do not let loyalty 
and faithfulness forsake you; bind them round your neck, write them on the tablet of your 
heart. So you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and of people. Trust in 
the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm 119:33-40 
 

33   Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * 
  and I shall keep it to the end. 
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34   Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
  I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 

35   Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
  for that is my desire. 

 

36   Incline my heart to your decrees * 
  and not to unjust gain. 

 

37   Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
  give me life in your ways. 

 

38   Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
  which you make to those who fear you. 

 

39   Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
  because your judgments are good. 

 

40   Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
  in your righteousness preserve my life. 

 
 
A Reading from 2 Timothy      2 Timothy 3:14-17 
 
As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom 
you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able 
to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God 
and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so 
that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew     Matthew 9:9-13 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

Reader    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he 
said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the 
house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. 
When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 
tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
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After the Gospel, the Reader says 

     The Gospel of the Lord. 

People     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

The Sermon       The Rt. Rev. James Magness 
 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father; 
     through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
          he came down from heaven, 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
          and was made man 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
          he suffered death and was buried. 
          On the third day he rose again 
               in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
          and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People     (Form III) 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Confession of Sin 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
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and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Bishop says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And also with you. 

 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 Through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our Lord; who after his resurrection sent 
forth his apostles to preach the Gospel and to teach all nations; and promised to be with them 
always, even to the end of the ages.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Celebrant and People 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  
Then may be sung or said 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People     Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Then the Bishop blesses the people saying 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us. Amen. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us, and be gracious to us. Amen. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon us, and give us peace. Amen. 
 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 

Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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