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Biblical Wisdom for The Work  
 God loves us without bounds. We need not fear, be 

defensive or be ashamed.   

 God always hears the cries of the oppressed, knows 

them intimately and is about deliverance. We can 

look at all life on the spectrum of God and Pharaoh. 

 Life in Christ is kenotic -- self-emptying. Not 

exploiting privilege but recognizing it and dismantling 

it. 

 We embody Christ when we are reconciled – in 

intimate solidarity with “the other.”  We are 

ambassadors of katallasso. 

 The end of the story has already been written. We 

know that we will win. Hold onto that – but don’t 

pretend we’re there yet. 

 

 



A Kairos moment…  
   “Then the LORD said, ‘I have observed the misery of 

my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry 

on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know 

their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver 

them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out 

of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey.” 

We get to see, hear, know  

… and trust there is truth. 

 

 



http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-17361995 
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   “What are you all doing here? You need to get out in 

the streets with the young people. And don’t be 

telling them to get into your churches, because they 

haven’t been there and they’re not going. And don’t 

be going there in your suits and your collars and 

preaching to them, because they don’t care and they 

shouldn’t care because we haven’t been out there 

with them. You need to go out there and let them 

lead, and you need to listen.”  

  

 “You don’t need to wear your suits. You need to wear 

your blue jeans.” 

                                       -Bishop Derrick Robinson 



 

   They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large 

crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, 

a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he 

heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout 

out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!’ Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried 

out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on 

me!’ Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And they 

called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, 

he is calling you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up 

and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do 

you want me to do for you?’ The blind man said to him, 

‘My teacher, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; 

your faith has made you well.’ Immediately he regained 

his sight and followed him on the way.  
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A Kairos moment…  
   “Then the LORD said, ‘I have observed the misery of 

my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry 

on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know 

their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver 

them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out 

of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey.” 

We get to see, hear, know  

… and trust there is truth. 

 

 



Table Group Questions  

 What did you hear and see? Not what 

do you think about it, but what did you 

hear and see? 

 How did what you hear and see make 

you feel? 

 How hard is it to trust there is truth. How 

is Alexis & Brittany’s truth similar to or 

different from yours. 



Katallasso – Exchanging places 

 Trauma-informed work 

 You have to feel to heal. 

 Addictive family system model 



Yada – Knowing 

 The New Jim Crow 

 Witnessing Whiteness 

 Between the World and Me 

 The Half That Was Never Told 

 Radical Reconciliation 



Incarnation: Crossing the Divide 

 http://implicit.harvard.edu  

 http://www.joincampaignzero.org/ 
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Incarnation: Crossing the Divide 







  

"The Church has its own specific activities: Sunday services, 
communion services, baptisms, Sunday school, funerals and so 

forth. It also has specific ways of expressing its faith and 
commitment, ie. in the form of confessions of faith. All of these 
activities must be re-shaped to be more fully consistent with a 

prophetic faith related to the KAIROS that God is offering us 
today. The evil forces we speak of in baptism must be named. We 

know that these evil forces are in (America) today. The unity and 
sharing we profess in our communion services or Masses must 

be named. It is the solidarity of the people inviting all to join in the 
struggle for God's peace in (America). The repentance we preach 

must be named. It is repentance for our share in the guilt for the 
suffering and oppression in our country. 

"Much of what we do in our Church services has lost its relevance 
to the poor and the oppressed. Our services and sacraments 

have been appropriated to serve the need of the individual for 
comfort and security. Now these same Church activities must be 
reappropriated to serve the real religious needs of all the people 

and to further the liberating mission of God and the Church in the 
world.” 

-KAIROS Document  
 


